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PONCHO Art Auction 
Raises $625,000 for Local Arts Organizations
SEATTLE, WA (October 12, 2009) –  The PONCHO 8th Annual Invitational Fine Art Auction with Leadership Support from Wells Fargo raised $625,000 to support critical and immediate needs for local arts organizations on October 3, 2009.  Over 550 patrons and artists attended one of PONCHO’s major fundraising events of the year.  “PONCHO is proud of our community for coming together and raising much needed funding for the arts.” said PONCHO President, Janet True.

Included in the $625,000 raised were direct contributions of $185,000 towards fund-a-need.  “These funds will be distributed this year to support immediate needs for arts organizations to continue artistic programming, critical infrastructure and to provide positive economic impact for our region that will allow us to keep jobs in the arts.” said Art Auction Chair, Evelyn Zabo.

Held at the Sheraton Seattle Hotel, the event featured over 300 artworks in all media, three silent auctions, and an opportunity drawing for a Dale Chihuly Macchia glass sculpture, valued at $32,000 that went home to one lucky winner that evening.  The live auction kicked off with an elegant PONCHO tradition: the President’s Walk, which was led by 1973 PONCHO President, Llewelyn Pritchard.  A total of nine past presidents participated in the walk as a way of showing their dedication and affection for the local arts community.  PONCHO announced Judith Kindler as the winner of the 2009 PONCHO Artist of the Year Award, and also announced 25 Merit Award winners for artistic excellence and the Artist Choice Award.

The live auction featured an exciting variety of art and opportunities.  A classic sumi ink drawing by Kenneth Callahan was donated by Woodside/Braseth Gallery in honor of PONCHO Board President Janet True, selling for $5,000.  Glass artist Jeff Crandall offered “Bottled Emotions,” a custom installation of 48 sandblasted cobalt blue wine bottles each displaying a different emotion such as joy, guilt, panic, surprise; a total of four sets were sold raising $14,000.  Windstar Cruise Line donated a stunning cruise from Rome to Venice aboard their sailing vessel the Wind Surf, hosted by chefs Don Curtiss and Michelle Quisenberry of Seattle’s Volterra Restaurant; packaged with roundtrip airfare and a private art tour in Venice, two trips were sold raising another $14,000.

Steinway Signature artist and Ten Grands Founder, Michael Allen Harrison performed a beautiful rendition of “Imagine” with thirteen-year-old vocalist Jackie Nicole Salzinger as entertainment and inspiration before Fund-A-Need.  PONCHO Past-Presidents, Chap Alvord and Cathi Hatch delivered the important message of critical needs for the arts.

ABOUT PONCHO — PONCHO (Patrons of Northwest Civic, Cultural and Charitable Organizations) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, dedicated to enriching the quality of life in this region through increasing resources and community support for the arts. Since it was founded in 1963, PONCHO has raised more than $34 million to support over 200 local arts organizations. For more information about PONCHO, visit: www.poncho.org
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