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45TH PONCHO GALA FEATURES HOT ITEMS AND ENTERTAINMENT
Seattle, WA – Judging from the items in this year’s auction, PONCHO will go to the ends of the earth to support the local arts community.  Called the “granddaddy” of charitable auctions, the PONCHO Gala will celebrate its 45th year of raising money for the arts on Saturday, April 21 with a glittering display of items and entertainment.
 
This year’s theme, “Hot! Hot! Hot!,” will play up the Latin inspiration of the evening, and feature 50 one-of-a-kind lots in the live auction, over 200 silent auction items, music and dance performances, and “Afterglow” – a post auction party to commemorate this anniversary event.  
According to the Gala Chair Naomi Ruiz, “The PONCHO Gala has long been known for being the best party in Seattle, and for this year’s anniversary Gala we are really heating things up with some of the most unique auction items PONCHO has ever had, Latin-themed entertainment, and a dance party.”  She emphasized that “most importantly, the Gala is an opportunity to celebrate and support the area’s arts organizations and the artists that count on our passion, support and investment of time and money.”
Some of the hottest lots this year include:
· New York Trip for Two, including Broadway tickets to Hairspray, The Color Purple, and The Drowsy Chaperone; tickets to The Late Show with David Letterman; and shopping spree at Bergdorf Goodman,  Barneys New York, Prada, and Gucci;
· Complete Formula 1 Racing Experience for Two at the Turkish Grand Prix;
· VIP Tickets to The Police Reunion Concert at Key Arena for Two;
· Bali Hai Vacation at a Beachfront Villa for Eight;
· One Week Private Yacht Trip for Six in the Caribbean
· Six-night Trip to Carnival in Rio for Two;
· A VIP Trip to the Latin Grammy Awards for Two
FACT SHEET
Event:

Hot! Hot! Hot! - 45th Anniversary PONCHO Gala Auction
When:

Saturday, April 21, 2007, 5:30 pm

Where:

The Westin Seattle, Seattle, Washington

Who:

Approximately 600 community and business leaders who share passion for the arts and a desire to support the local arts community
Benefiting:
Washington State arts organizations 

Admission:
Tickets start at $400 per guest.  To purchase tickets please call the PONCHO office at 206-623-6233, ext. 203, e-mail inna@poncho.org, or register online at www.poncho.org. 

PONCHO (Patrons of Northwest Civic, Cultural and Charitable Organizations) is a nonprofit fundraising organization dedicated to enriching the quality of life in this region through increasing resources and community support of the arts.  Since 1963, PONCHO has allocated over $32 million to nearly 200 area arts organizations through the PONCHO Gala Auction, PONCHO International Wine Auction for the Arts, and, since 2002, the PONCHO Invitational Fine Art Auction.
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