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¡Viva el Arte! – A Salute to Spain 

PONCHO 18th Annual Wine Auction 
Hits the 1 Million Dollar Mark
Exceeds Fundraising Expectations
Co-Chairs Bring Best of Spain to Seattle

Seattle, WA – October 22, 2008 – This year’s International Wine Auction, “Viva el Arte” – A Salute to Spain, exceeded fundraising expectations by raising over $1 million dollars--breaking the all-time event record by over $300,000.  Nearly 500 elegantly attired guests sampled, sipped, swirled and feasted while bidding on wine-related auction lots this past Saturday evening at PONCHO's 18th International Wine Auction-¡Viva el Arte! A Salute to Spain.   The auction was held at The Sheraton Seattle Hotel on Saturday, October 18, 2008 and featured many rare auction items with support going to local arts organizations throughout the community. 
Co-chairs Renée Behnke of Sur la Table, Lauri Darneille, wine collector, and Dan McCarthy, of McCarthy & Schiering Wine Merchants brought together a perfecta triple union of Spanish food and wine. Renee reinforced the success of the evening by stating that, “I am extremely proud of all of the generosity and graciousness from the attendees, the procurement committee and I extend my sincere gratitude to the wineries who we owe a huge thank you to.”
The wine auction featured over 200 silent auction lots and 64 live items. Some of the top grossing lots included: 

· A Fabulous five Imperial lot of Washington Reds, including the following: 2004 DeLille Cellars Chaleur Estate Red Mountain, 2005 Long Shadow Piroutte, 2005 Corliss Cabernet Sauvignon Walls Walla, 2006 Andrew Will Winery Two Blondes Vineyard,  and 2006 Quilceda Creek Cabernet Sauvignon. 


Value: $6,550.   Sold for: $13,500.                     

· An Amazing Trip for 4 to Madrid, Valladolid and the Ribera Del Duero  


Value: $15,000.  Sold for: $20,000. 

· 6 Bottles of Very Rare Bordeaux  


Value: $4,200. sold for: $9,000. 

· Other notable mentions included a Spanish Dinner for 10 at the Behnke Home with Star Chef José Andrés and Dale Chihuly, which sold for $11,000, Dinner with the Guys: Exclusive Tasting of 1995 and 1996 Boudreaux for 8 which sold for $18,000 and a once-in-a-lifetime trip to all Five First-growth Bordeaux Châteaux which sold for $24,000.

About PONCHO

PONCHO is dedicated to enriching the quality of life in the Northwest through increasing resources and community support for the arts.  Since it was founded in 1963, PONCHO has raised more than $34 million to support over 200 local arts organizations.  Each year, PONCHO hosts three auctions to raise funds for these worthy causes.  For more information about PONCHO and its fundraising efforts, visit: www.poncho.org.
