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“At Play in the Vineyards of the World”

PONCHO 17th International Wine Auction

breaks fundraising record
Co-chaired for the first time by three women from the 

Washington Wine Industry

Seattle, WA – November 19, 2007  PONCHO is delighted to announce that its 17th annual International Wine Auction benefiting local arts organizations, held on November 10, 2007 at the newly renovated Seattle Sheraton Hotel, was an outstanding success.
Attendees and donations from generous wineries helped to break last year’s record of $554,995 by $53,500 for a total of $608,155. Close to 400 people mingled with luminary winemakers, KOMO TV’s Steve Pool who presented the live auction arts education appeal, and author and wine writer Paul Gregutt who helped motivate the competitive and enthusiastic silent auction bidders.
The evening included a moving performance by cellist prodigy Lennart Jansson (age 14) of Seattle Youth Symphony Orchestras.
This was the first year that all three of the event co-chairs have been women from the Washington wine industry -  Stacy Lill from DeLille Cellars, Anne-Marie Hedges from Hedges Family Estates and Kathleen Shoup from Long Shadows Vintners.

Exceptional auction items included:

· 2 Mighty Double Magnums:  1988 Château Haut Brion and 1996 Château Cos D’Estournel - Value: $3,700 Sold: $6,000 
· 2007 PONCHO Wine Auction Co-Chair Dinner for 14 at Canlis - Value: $4,500 Sold: $9,500 
· 2 Cases of Sancerre from Pascal Jolivet - Value: $2,100 Sold: $7,000 
· Boutique Napa Trip for 2 - Insiders Only Style - Value: $15,000 Sold: $16,000  
About PONCHO

PONCHO is dedicated to enriching the quality of life in the Pacific Northwest through increasing resources and community support for the arts.  Since it was founded in 1963, PONCHO has raised more than $33 million to support over 200 local arts organizations.  Each year PONCHO hosts three auctions to raise funds for these worthy causes.  For more information about PONCHO and its fundraising efforts, visit: www.poncho.org.
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