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“Nouveau Glam Gala”

PONCHO Celebrates 46th Years of Giving 

Seattle, WA – April 14, 2008  PONCHO announced today that this year’s annual Gala Auction held at the Westin on Saturday April 12, 2008 drew nearly 500 people who helped raise over $700,000 for the arts including  $151, 000 for Arts Education. In it’s 46th year, the annual Gala raises money for the arts in the community as well as arts education programs which cultivate arts in youth. The evening was sponsored by Presenting Sponsor JP Morgan, and Media Sponsor Washington CEO.
From concept to implementation, Gala Chair Rose Dennis set her sights on delivering an evening of Humor, Fantasy and Glamour and encouraging new faces to attend the Gala and support the arts. "Our vision of creating Nouveau GLAM could not have happened without the support of our many donors, patrons, and volunteers. I am honored that they all supported PONCHO in the success of this memorable gala event," said Dennis.  The evening began with a generous Silent Auction featuring unique travel destinations, exclusive access to various one-of-a-kind experiences, all inclusive shopping sprees and premiere tickets to Seattle’s finest sporting events. Upon entering the ballroom guests were greeted with an opening dance performance prior to the live auction and the elegant dinner. The auctioneers for the live portion included the lively Dick Friel and Kip Toner who helped auction off over 50 luxury lifestyle items including fantasy vacations and exclusive opportunities for fine dining and sporting events throughout Seattle. 
Steve Kutz of JP Morgan Private Bank, the evening’s Presenting Sponsor said the following about the evening, "What a fantastic event to be involved with. We are so proud to support PONCHO’s efforts in raising money for the arts. The critical fundraising moment of the evening was when Ken Alhadeff engaged the room to Raise the Paddle for arts education, raising over $150,000. Having the Northwest Boy Choir on hand to personally thank patrons for their support really drove home the point that PONCHO is not an option." Rounding out the spectacular showing of performances and charitable giving that made the evening a success, attendees enjoyed an energetic performance from Hit Explosion in the Fashion Lounge following the auction.
Extraordinary Luxury Lifestyle auction items included: 

· An exclusive trip to see London Theatre with a shopping experience for four people – Sold for $15,000
· A Ladies NYC Spectacular Trip for four with a private breakfast at Tiffany & Co. tickets to the Martha Stewart show, and a shopping spree at Macy’s – Sold for $11,000
· The Complete Formula One Racing Experience for two at the Spanish Grand Prix – Sold for $25,000

· An all inclusive fishing trip at Waterfall Resort in Alaska for four – Sold for $17,000

· Lino Tagliapietra Stromboli– Sold for $26,000

About PONCHO
PONCHO is dedicated to enriching the quality of life in this region through increasing resources and community support for the arts.  Since 1963, PONCHO has allocated more than $33 million to nearly 200 area arts organizations through the PONCHO Gala Auction, PONCHO International Wine Auction and the PONCHO Invitational Fine Art Auction. PONCHO achieves its mission through those who support PONCHO’s vision of a financially stable arts community where everyone has the opportunity to enjoy and appreciate the region’s world-class arts. More information on PONCHO can be found at www.poncho.org
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