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PONCHO Founders Award Given to the Behnke Family
The Behnke Family has been named the 2006-2007 recipient of the PONCHO Founders Award in recognition of their long history of leadership and commitment to the local arts community. 

The Founders Award was established in 2001 to recognize the civic leaders who formed PONCHO in 1963 to raise money for the arts. In its 45-year history, PONCHO has given over $32 million to the arts and is credited with being the early catalyst for establishing and sustaining many of Seattle’s world renowned arts organizations.

“Our family always felt it was important to give back to the community, and particularly to the arts, because they contribute in a big way to the quality of life in this region", Carl Behnke said speaking for the family.  "Our father, Bob Behnke, served as PONCHO's second President in 1966 and I was honored to be President in 1991.  Most gratifying is that there is now a third generation of the Behnke on the board in my daughter Marisa." 

To underscore their life-long relationship with PONCHO, The Behnke Family was awarded the $10,000 that they can designate to a PONCHO beneficiary of their choice.  

"As you can tell PONCHO means a great deal to our family,” Carl continued.  “It's not just because of PONCHO's remarkable 45 years of giving but also because of all the people we have met along the way and now consider close friends, sharing a common love of the arts.  It is an incredible honor for our family and we are very proud of PONCHO and our involvement.”

The Behnke family members include spokesperson Carl Behnke, PONCHO Past President and current Board Member; his wife Renee Behnke; his daughters Marisa and Merrill Behnke; John & Shari Behnke and their sons Zane and Drew Behnke; and Mrs. Robert J. Behnke.
Past PONCHO Founders Award recipients have been: Paul & Margery Friedlander (2001), Kayla Skinner (2002), Peggy Golberg (2003), the Alhadeff Family (2004), Herman & Faye Sarkowsky (2005), and Robert Arnold (2006).
A luncheon to honor the Behnke Family will be held at 12:00 Noon on June 14 at the Sunset Club, located at 1021 University St. For details, please contact Inna in the PONCHO office at inna@poncho.org or 206-623-6233 ext. 203. The luncheon has been generously sponsored by the ENCORE Media Group.

PONCHO (Patrons of Northwest Civic, Cultural and Charitable Organizations) is a nonprofit fundraising organization dedicated to enriching the quality of life in this region through increasing resources and community support of the arts.  Since 1963, PONCHO has allocated over $32 million to nearly 200 area arts organizations through the PONCHO Gala Auction, PONCHO International Wine Auction for the Arts, and, since 2002, the PONCHO Invitational Fine Art Auction.
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