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For Immediate Release
Looking for Great Art and a Good Time?  Don’t Miss

This Year’s PONCHO Art Auction – “Addicted to Art”

SEATTLE –(December 17, 2007) PONCHO’s 7th Annual Invitational Fine Art Auction “will be nothing less than interesting, provocative, fresh and diverse”, promises Judith Kindler, local artist and one of this year’s event co-chairs.  The event will be held Saturday, February 23, 2008 at the Bell Harbor International Conference Center.

 

“The art auction is one of  PONCHO’s three fundraising events to support area arts and artists” Judith continued.  “It is also a celebration of the visual artists in our community and an invitation for a new generation of collectors to view and own original art from the very best Northwest artists.” Of the three annual fundraisers PONCHO hosts every year, the 7th Annual Art Auction is by far the youngest, hippest sibling.
Not only does this auction raise necessary funds for PONCHO’s annual allocations, the auction’s focus is to celebrate the artistic achievements in our community while allowing for a new generation of art appreciators and collectors to grow, or even start, their own collections.  

The PONCHO Invitational Art Auction will unveil over 300 pieces of art by the finest emerging and established Northwest artists and craftsmen. Annette Parks, PONCHO Art Auction Co-Chair, tells us to expect “…a really wide range of art. You’ll see everything from functional to abstract to realistic to three dimensional.” 
New to this year’s auction will be three sure-to-impress curated sections by honorary curators: Susan Grover (Grover Thurston Gallery), Billy Howard (Howard House), and Barbara Shaiman (SAM Gallery Art Sales and Rental).  A video installation by the Henry Art Gallery will also wow this year’s auction attendees.
The evening’s entertainment will showcase Seattle’s most untraditional men’s choral group, Captain Smartypants, who will present their sensationally twisted take on Robert Palmer’s famous music video “Addicted to Love”—which is this year’s Auction theme.
Pre-auction events include PONCHO Art in Macy*s Windows January 1 – February 15, 2008, PONCHO Art Auction Preview  reception, Wednesday, February 6, 2008 at ESCALA Sales Center and the Artist of the Year Dinner Friday, February 15, 2008 at the residence of Suzanne Sheppard for VIP ticket holders.
The evening is once again proudly sponsored by the evening’s Presenting Sponsor, Safeco International. Media Sponsor is Seattle Magazine.
PONCHO is dedicated to enriching the quality of life in this region through increasing resources and community support for the arts.  Since 1963, PONCHO has allocated more than $33 million to nearly 200 area arts organizations through the PONCHO Gala Auction, PONCHO International Wine Auction and  the PONCHO Invitational Fine Art Auction. PONCHO achieves its mission through those who support PONCHO’s vision of a financially stable arts community where everyone has the opportunity to enjoy and appreciate the region’s world-class arts. More information on PONCHO can be found at www.poncho.org
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