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“Addicted to Art”
PONCHO 7th Annual Art Auction 

sets record breaking total

Seattle, WA – February 26, 2008  PONCHO is thrilled to announce that its 7th annual Art Auction held at the Bell Harbor International Conference Center on February 23, 2008,  was an overwhelming success. This annual fundraiser benefits artists and art collectors in addition to providing a stage for naming the Artist of the Year, which this year went to the highly acclaimed Patti Warashina. The event was sponsored for the 4th year in a row by Safeco Insurance with Seattle Magazine as the media partner. 
This year’s sold out crowd broke attendance records as well as raised $15,650 more than last year topping out at $374,695 for a new record. Over 728 guests circulated among the works displayed for the silent auction before heading down to the formal dining area for the live auction which featured works curated by Billy Howard from Howard House, Susan Grover from Grover Thurston Gallery, and Barbara Shaiman from Seattle Art Museum Rental/Sales Gallery. As local artist and PONCHO Art Auction co-chair Judith Kindler said, “It was truly an amazing night. It is so exciting to see such break through art presented and the amazing response from attendees.”
Seattle media personality Nancy Guppy served as host of the evening and got things started with a creative rendition of Robert Palmer’s classic “Addicted to Love” by the highly entertaining a Seattle Men’s Chorus group, Captain Smartypants. As Artist of The Year, Patti Warashina’s piece began the exciting and spirited live auction. As stated by PONCHO Art Auction co-chair Annette Parks, “This year’s event exceeded our fundraising expectations and we’d like to thank all of our fantastic donors for their ongoing support.”
Outstanding auction items included: 

· Ribbit, Ribbit: Judith Kindler’s mixed media on panel piece – Valued and Sold at $15,000
· Views from the Top: Spike Mafford’s Inkjet prints – Valued and Sold at $6,000
· Opalized Glass Bauble Necklace: Lucia Sayyah’s vintage glass and freshwater pearl necklace set in 24 karat gold – Valued $850  Sold - $3,250
· Villarceau Eccentricities 02: Michael Schultheis’s acrylic on canvas – Valued: $3,500 Sold: $5,200
About PONCHO

PONCHO is dedicated to enriching the quality of life in this region through increasing resources and community support for the arts.  Since 1963, PONCHO has allocated more than $33 million to nearly 200 area arts organizations through the PONCHO Gala Auction, PONCHO International Wine Auction and the PONCHO Invitational Fine Art Auction. PONCHO achieves its mission through those who support PONCHO’s vision of a financially stable arts community where everyone has the opportunity to enjoy and appreciate the region’s world-class arts. More information on PONCHO can be found at www.poncho.org
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